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Promoting citizenship, preventing crime 
 
Different international events to foster cooperation among civil society organizations and promote culture of legality as 

tool to prevent and fight organized crime took place in 2011 in the cities of Paris and Palermo, involving about 60 
representative of NGOs from all over Europe, in the frame of the project “Waves of legality, waves of citizenship”. 
The project was promoted by the Foundation “Giovanni e Francesca Falcone” in co-operation with several NGOs and 

supported by the “Europe for Citizens” Programme of the European Union.  
 
Aim of the project was to make the participants, representing different organizations with a variety of backgrounds and 

working methods, aware of the possible role of organized civil society, in co-operation with relevant institutions, in 
countering crime, in particular international organized crime and mafias. The project offered also tools and hints to 
develop further co-operation on the specific field, opening the possibility to actual future actions. 
 
In Paris and Palermo, some workshops and debate were organized with experts, representatives of the law 

enforcement system and EuroJust, antimafia movement stakeholder; visits to places representing milestones of the 
antimafia movement were run. The whole list of activities has shown to all participants the importance of networking 
between different bodies to promote a long lasting commitment for legality and how civil society organizations can take a 
leading role in the process. 
The events taking place in Palermo and on board the “Boat of legality” were further important moments for the 

participants: they were involved in meetings with OCSE representatives, judges, members of the Antimafia prosecution 
Office and with local antimafia NGOs and finally they took part in the public rally which gather together more than 10.000 
citizens, mainly students and young people from all over Italy, on the 23

rd
 of May, anniversary of the killing of Giovanni 

and Francesca Falcone and their bodyguards. 
 
For the first time this year, the presence of a rich international delegation, made the event even more relevant and with 

a wider impact, cause it showed the possibility to build a real social antimafia network grassrooted in Europe. 
 

Maria Falcone 
President of the Foundation 

“Giovanni e Francesca Falcone” 
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Every civilized European society - and none more than those of important French cities 
and their suburbs - is under threat from mafia organizations and their criminal off-shoots. 

This is why it is important to mobilize the relevant forces and to spark off those ethical 
reflexes that are necessary to counter such negative implications – as the project ‘Waves 
of Legality, Waves of Citizenship’ has undertaken to do. 

Indeed, from long time now, ensuring those institutional missions of prevention and 
repression would not suffice if these missions were not supported by an increase in the 
involvement of members of the Civil society; this would give rise to beneficial attitudes, 
rejecting the acceptance of violence, participation in plundering and respect for the 
omertà, that is to say the very conditions for the development of these mafias. 

 
Michel Debacq 

Prosecutor 
 
It is widely recognized that a serious fight against organized crime cannot be anymore 

delegated only to the Judiciary or Law enforcement Agencies, but it requires a full involvement and commitment of all the 
components of the society: at political, social, educational level, at first. Many steps have been made in this fight during 
the last years; many others still have to be made. At a European level, many actions have been taken to encourage, 
facilitate and promote the fight against organized crime: the creation of 
Eurojust, the European judicial body for coordination of transnational 
investigation, is only one of them. But the necessary involvement of the 
entire society still requires more actions, to raise awareness about the 
importance of that fight. In this perspective, this initiative is of crucial 
importance, being addressed to citizens of different countries, who are the 
real actors of Europe. The seminar held in Paris confirmed the relevance 
of its scope, also thanks to its multi-disciplinary approach and contributed 
to create a common feeling of “European citizenship” among all the 
participants. 

Francesco Lo Voi 
Member of EuroJust 
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Nobody ignore that organized crime has reached since long time 
a worldwide dimension and as such the phenomenon is to be 
countered. 

Aware of such situation and recognizing that national and 
autarchic policies on criminality issues are not anymore justifiable, 
United Nations are getting always more promoting international co-
operation and tools. The symbol of such approach is the 
Convention signed in December 2000 in Palermo, whit which 
Governments recognize the severity of organized crime threats for 
different aspect of civil society and democracy. 

Human being trafficking, money laundering, terrorism, mafias, 
drug and weapons market are all aspects of international crime and 
as such can be countered only with an international effort. 

  
Another relevant sign of this approach was given by the 

European Council in 1999 when, in Tampere, it was decided to 
create an European Agency, called EuroJust, with the specific aim 
to facilitate and stimulate co-operation and operative integration 
between National authorities dealing with penal action against 
crime. 

 
We did many things but many are to be done  yet in order to 

make States and Government speak a common language and 
have common actions in countering organized crime. 

 
Role of Civil society is in this process fundamental since it can 

create a stimulating environment to bring a real change. 
 

Leonardo Guarnotta 
President of the Tribunal of Palermo 
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During my stay in Palermo I was impressed by the strength of all the 
local people that continue fighting against the mafia no matter what 
happens to them, to their relatives and friends. I feel confident about the 
future after having seen thousands of students that participate every year 
in the Boat of Legality. They represent the young people that believe 
that the universal ideas of Giovanni Falcone will continue walking on 
their feet and that they can change their own future. 
 
 
I feel that after the event I understand the inner workings of certain 

structures in Sicily a little bit better (…) Even though people pass 
away, I am convinced that their ideas and values live in the hearts and 
deeds of other people. 

 
 
I am really happy that I participated in this project. For me, as a 

pedagogist, it was a great chance to get inspiration on how to educate 
children and to show them real heroes and positive role models that 
should be followed. It´s also a really good way to promote active and 
participative citizenship, a kind of citizenship that will encourage citizens 
to stand up straight and be visible, and above all, be ready to say NO to 
all that´s wrong in society. 
I´m so fascinated with all this brave people who gave their life to fight 

mafia, so I feel it is my duty to spread their ideas, at least. Thank you 
for giving me this lifetime experience! 
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I was especially touched by the visit to the “Garden of Memory” and 
the tragic story of the family of Giuseppe Di Matteo. 
This is a strong emo-tional memory for me that will keep my drive 

to fight against mafia as an active citizen in my country, because today 
the mafia and the organized crime is no longer an Italian problem only, 
but it is spread world-wide and as such is to be counterfighted. 
The urge for action is needed! European Union for Legality! 
 
 
This experience made me aware of how far mafia can go…  
 
 
 
 

 
For me this project was not just some volunteer work. It was something 

that gave me a lot of experience. I was horrified at the story and the place 
of Giuseppe Di Matteo but I had the opportunity to meet people working 
in this area and I gained interesting and useful information and I got 
hints on how to implement their working method and techniques in my 
country. 
It was not just a project... it was experience which I will never forget. 
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Being there, very closed to Palermo citizens, their everyday life and work, taking part in very interesting meetings with professionals dealing 

with justice issues, has created a very deep feeling and awareness, for “the other side” of Palermo society. Yes, the mafia exists, but there is a 
strong anti-mafia movement in this country, which fights everyday very big challenges. “Things can change …and we can start this change”  
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The events in Paris and in Palermo represented for me an unique 

piece of experience. They helped me to understand in a concrete way 
the importance and the role of civil society in the fight for legality and 
against organized crime. I could also appreciate the opportunity I was 
offered to become acquainted with the figure of Giovanni Falcone and 
his efforts of combating mafia, through the stories of those who knew 
him best. 
A global perspective over the mafia phenomenon through various 

seminars and visits together with my involvement in a process of a 
continuous intercultural exchange were some of the main achievements 
of my participation in ' Waves of legality, waves of citizenship 2011'.  
 
 
 
It was interesting to see how a company can be run legally. At every 

time there is a way to make it legally. This is the proof that mafia-free 
companies can exist. 
 
 
 
They were explaining how changes take place, touching core values 

that are built in family life of young offenders. You manage change 
happen. It is such a fulfilling moment. You see how changes happen, 
that’s very grassroot. This bottom-up approach is very, very important. 
I felt if inspiring. 
 It is quite different from in Holland… how people act against such 

a phenomenon that afflict the whole society. 
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I’ve never seen something 

like the “Boat of legality”. 
It very unique and inspiring 
to me. 
 
 
 
It is really interesting to 

see how they raise 
awareness against mafia 
and organized crime. 
 
 
 
To bring thousand 

students on a boat to 
Palermo is really like an 
icona. 
 
 
 
 

I am happy to know that all of young people have some opinion and are passionate about the fight against organized crimes. The experience 
I gained will be useful and I will show with some presentations what I have learnt . 
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Having participated in both events, I feel rather grateful for this 
opportunity to get to know how mafia works and what people, like the 
ones we met in Palermo and Paris, do to inform and prevent the youth 
from anti-social behavior. The seminars, the visits and the whole 
programme overall was an unforgettable experience that we should all 
share with people in our countries and spread the word to everyone, so 
that crime can be eliminated. 
 
The project gave us information from every field related to the 

antimafia movements and also about the antimafia work since the ‘80s. 
It was really strong testimonies on the ground work on the anti-mafia 
movements in Sicily, which helps us to realize the right situation with the 
Sicilian mafia and the strong anti-mafia movements and initiatives 
against the mafia. 

 
For the first time in my life I was speaking to such thousands of people.. it was very exciting. 
We all read a sentence of Giovanni Falcone in all our languages, in front of… I think 10.000 people 
 

“Gli uomini passano, le idee restano. 
Restano le loro tensioni morali e continueranno a camminare sulle gambe di altri uomini” 
 
“Men pass by, their ideas remain, as well as their moral inclinations. 
They keep on walking on legs of other men.” 
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DVD 

Aegee-Sofia, BG  
Rehabilitation C. for Trauma and Torture, AL 
Antigone, GR 
Ascor Iasi, RO  
Pandora, FR 
Caritas Vienna, AT 
Comitato Addiopizzo, IT 
Dél-Alföldi Regionális Társadalomtudományi 
Kutatási Egyesület, HU 
Elix, GR 
Association for Experience, Learning and Training 
in Youthwork, AT 
Flare, MK 
Fondazione "Giovanni e Francesca Falcone", IT 
Centre for European Initiatives, BG 
Gender Education, Research and Technologies 
Foundation, BG 
Global Romanian Students and Young 
Professionals Society, RO 
Gradanski odbro za ljudska prava, HR 
Regional Youth Council, BG 
La Rotllana, ES 
Lex Concordia MTU, EE 
Meddle TV, IT 
Mission Locale de Villeurbanne, FR 
Young Volunteers Firefighters – Sfera, MK 
Aenao, GR 
OSB Bucaresti, RO 
Quattrogatti.info- online magazine, UK 
Servei Civil Internacional, ES 
The Black Sea University Foundation, RO 
True & Lite Creations, BE  
Urban Safety European Forum, FR  
Valmieras Foundation's program, LV 
Varkiza Primary School, GR  
Vizion Integrues & Albanian Youth Council, AL 
Vsi, Jaunimo Iniciatyva, LT  
Yeah!, AL 


